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Synthese, Noûs, The British 
Journal for the Philosophy of 
Science, Philosophy of Science, 
Erkenntnis, European Journal for 
Philosophy of Science, and 
Philosophical Studies are also 
highly regarded in the field and 
frequently publish 
epistemological research. 





Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
8. Catherine Elgin, Harvard University 
Major themes:

• Understanding
• Symbolic Representation
• Fallibilism



Understanding
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Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
9. Timothy Williamson, Oxford
Major themes:

• Knowledge First
• Metaphilosophy
• Epistemicism about vagueness
• Denial of the distinction between 

knowing-how and knowing-that



Knowledge First
This is actually little more than a recognition that attempts to reduce knowledge to true justified belief plus a 
fourth condition have failed and are hopeless.



Knowledge First “If I had to summarize this 

book  [Knowledge and Its Limits] in two words, they would be: knowledge 
first. It takes the simple distinction between knowledge and ignorance as a 
starting point from which to explain other things, not as something itself to be  
explained. In that sense the book reverses the direction of explanation 
predominant in the history of epistemology.”  Timothy Williamson



Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
10. Susanna Schellenberg, Rutgers University
Major themes:

• Perception
• Representationalism
• Perceptual Content
• Capacities-First Epistemology, 

Capacitism

Oxford, 2018



Perception



Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
11. Kourken Michaelian, Université Grenoble Alpes, 

Director of the Centre for Philosophy of Memory
Major theme:

• Memory



Memory



Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
12. Miriam Schleifer McCormick, 
University of Richmond, Virginia
Major themes:

• Pragmatism
• Epistemic Agency
• Norms of Belief
• Belief and Emotion

Belief as Emotion argues that belief is a type of emotion, 
where emotions are blended states that transcend the 
cognitive/non-cognitive divide. On this view to believe 
is to feel that the way one represents the world is 
accurate and this feeling is a kind of evaluation. 
Thinking of beliefs as emotions helps us to understand 
the ethics of belief and offers a better understanding of 
what are sometimes called “edge cases” of beliefs, ones 
that seem belief-like but that are hard to fit into most 
standard pictures of belief.



Pragmatism and the Wrong Kind of Reasons
Pragmatists (permissivists) about reasons for belief hold that non-
evidential considerations—such as prudential or moral considerations—
can be normative reasons for belief under certain conditions.

Evidentialists

William Clifford (Cambridge)
Derek Parfit (Oxford) 

Allen Wood (Bloomington)
Fred Feldman (Amherst) 
Earl Conee (Rochester) 

Kevin McCain (King’s College) 
Thomas Kelly (Princeton)

Nishi Shah (Amherst) 
Jonathan Way (Southampton)

Pascal Engel (Geneva)

Pragmatists

William James (Harvard)
Gilbert Harman (Princeton) 

Stephen Stich (Rutgers) 
Richard Foley (NYU) 

David Papineau (King’s College) 
Berislav Marusic (Edinburgh)

Miriam McCormick (Richmond) 
Robert Pasnau (Colorado)
Andrew Reisner (Uppsala)
Susanna Rinard (Harvard)



Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
13. Linda Zagzebski, University of Oklahoma
Major themes:

• Epistemic Authority
• Intellectual Virtues
• Religious Knowledge
• Subjectivity

Zagzebski has made use of 
analytic methods to defend 
views in ethics, 
epistemology, and the 
philosophy of religion 
consistent with her Catholic 
faith. 



Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
14. John Greco, Georgetown University
Major themes:

• Virtue Epistemology
• Social Epistemology
• Religious Epistemology
• Skepticism





Prominent Voices in Epistemology Today
15. Karen Frost-Arnold, Hobart and William Smith U. 

Major themes:
• Trust
• Epistemology of the Internet
• Social Epistemology
• Feminist Epistemology 
• Philosophy of Science

My research focuses on the 
epistemology and ethics of 
trust. In my research and 
teaching I ask the following 
questions: What is 
trust? What is the role of 
trust in knowledge, 
science, and the 
internet? What is 
betrayal? How is trust 
betrayed and manipulated 
by individuals and 
institutions?



Major themes:
• Absolutism
• Meta-Epistemology
• Philosophy of Color
• Apriorism







Further Issues in Epistemology Today
1. Formal Epistemology
2. Self-Knowledge
3. The Epistemic Basing Relation
4. Epistemic Closure
5. Change of Belief
6. Rationality
7. Belief, Alief, Acceptance
8. Seemings
9. The Regress Problem
10. Internalism vs. Externalism
11. Epistemological Holism
12. Certainty
13. Opinion
14. Skepticism
15. Epistemic Contextualism

16. Post-Colonialist Epistemologies
17. Feminist Epistemologies
18. Justification
19. Explanation
20. Objectivity
21. Introspection
22. Intuition
23. Defeaters
24. Confirmation
25. Comparative Cognition
26. Embodied Cognition
27. Divine Knowledge
28. Evolutionary Epistemology
29. Zetetic epistemology
30. History of epistemology




